[Intestinal malformations and congenital heart diseases].
A series of 21 patients with both congenital heart disease and intestinal malformation seen over a 12-year period is reported. The intestinal malformations were: anorectal malformations (11 cases), duodenal atresia (5), omphalocele (4) and common mesentery (1). Congenital heart diseases consisted of: atrial septal defect (ASD) (10 cases), ventricular septal defect (VSD) (2), tetralogy of Fallot (2) and miscellaneous cardiopathies. In patients with anorectal malformations ASD and VSD predominated (6/11 cases) and multiple malformations syndromes were present in 8 cases, including trisomy 13, Vater syndrome, skeletal (4), neurological (3) and renal abnormalities (3); 3 children died. Duodenal atresia was always associated with left-to-right shunt: VSD (3), ductus arteriosus (2), complete atrioventricular canal (1) and trisomy 21 (2); one child died. Omphalocele coexisted with VSD (2), tetralogy of Fallot (1), dual outlet right ventricle (1), trisomy 21 (1) and multiple malformations syndromes (3); 2 children died. The patient with common mesentery had left-to-right shunt. Comparison of this series with data from the literature showed that children with congenital heart disease have a much higher incidence of intestinal malformations than those with normal heart and that they frequently present with multiple malformations (chromosome aberrations or multiple organ lesions). This multiple malformation complex is particularly common in anorectal malformations where the incidence of congenital heart diseases is 9 to 14%, with predominance of VSD and tetralogy of Fallot. In patients with duodenal atresia trisomy 21 is extremely frequent, and the incidence of cardiopathies is 18%; in the absence of trisomy 21 the cardiopathy is complex.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)